Election Prep for 16+ Learners

Introduction

Preparing all young people to enact their democratic right and vote in elections is essential.  The period leading up to any election can be challenging for schools.  

Competing demands and political sensitivities can make this a complex time.
The purpose of this resource is to enable schools to engage in activities which have the dual purpose of developing the skills of modern studies students, while preparing all those of voting age to participate in elections.

Suggested activities – Democracy Engagement

Modern studies students are uniquely placed in schools to both encourage and educate their fellow students in participating in democracy.

It may be that schools choose to have a ‘Democracy Day’ for their students, or to stagger the activities across a week or a fortnight.  All young people of voting age should be involved.  

Stage 1 – research
Stage 2 – presentations
Stage 3 – marketplace
Stage 4 – mock election
Stage 5 – assembly presentation

Stage 1 - Research
Modern Studies students in NQ classes or in S3 could conduct research around a number of issues:
a. Party manifestos for any parties taking part in the election.
b. How Scottish/UK elections work.
c. Responsibilities of councillors vs MSPs vs MPs.
d. How to register to vote and what voting entails.

Stage 2 - Presentations
Modern studies students could be paired up and allocated to social studies classes during National 4/5 and Higher periods to deliver short presentations about registering to vote, voting systems and how to get accurate information about the policies of political parties, in order to decide how to vote.

Stage 3 - Marketplace
Modern studies students could set up a marketplace at a lunch time providing information on how to register to vote and how to go about voting.

Stage 4 – Mock election
The modern studies department could conduct a mock election to help students to understand the process of voting.

Stage 5 – Assembly
Modern studies students could make a presentation at S4 and S5/6 assemblies about registering to vote, when the election will take place and how to vote.


Possible websites for research:
This is not an exhaustive list, and schools may wish to check which candidates will be standing in their area. 

Electoral Commission resources for young people (remember to choose Scotland as your location): Resources for young people | Electoral Commission

Electoral Commission guide to the Scottish elections 20206: Scottish Parliament election 2026 media guide | Electoral Commission

Scottish Parliament Education Service: Resources on this website | Scottish Parliament Website

BBC Bitesize: Single Transferable Vote - Democracy in Scotland: Video playlist - BBC Bitesize

BBC: Which elections are taking place in England, Scotland and Wales on 7 May? - BBC News

BBC: Scottish party leaders set out stalls ahead of Holyrood election - BBC News

The Politics Project: Online training - TPP are delivering training for teachers and practitioners to help them engage their young people in upcoming elections. For a full list of our training sessions see here:
https://luma.com/user/usr-mD0M7Bv3BQhWi5Y 

List of constituencies and candidates: Scottish Parliament elections (Constituencies)

Parties likely to field candidates in a number of seats:

The Conservative and Unionist Party: Policy - Scottish Conservatives

The Green Party: Our Common Future - Scottish Greens

The Labour Party: Our Vision - Scottish Labour

Reform UK: Home | Reform UK

The Scottish Liberal Democrats: Scottish Liberal Democrats

The Scottish National Party:  Policies — Scottish National Party




