Developing pupil voice and independent learning through strong partnerships in RME
Headteacher: In Kersland we engage with a number of charities. The pupil council within the school play a very important role with that and they’ll make a decision about what charities they want to support on a yearly basis. One of the reasons for being involved in the charities, it’s about involving our pupils in the community and about getting the community into the school. Our children gain a lot from the community, the community are very supportive of them. However, it’s equally important our children give back and that they get opportunities. We encourage the pupils to invite people into the school, so they can learn more about different cultures, different faiths and different beliefs. We have the pupil council in the school so the pupils have a voice, so they can give their opinions on what they would like to happen. 

Depute Head Secondary: It’s the first meeting we’ve had this year, isn’t it? It’s been a while since we had a meeting as well so we’ve got a lot to talk about This is a gathering of Kersland pupil council. We gather once a month with representatives from most classes. Pupils come along, they can volunteer themselves on an annual basis to represent their classes and the school, come forward with ideas which will benefit the school and the wider community. It’s important that pupils have a voice and they know the things that happen within the council is recognised throughout the school so it’s important to recognise the pupil voice. For the young people for us, it helps them to look at the wider world, what’s happening within the school environment as a wider picture and in the outside world as well. 

Pupil: I like helping homeless people. Doing the harvest festival it makes me feel good. 

Headteacher: In Kersland we teach the children values and morals and by having these charities and involving the pupils in these charities it makes it a real-life experience for them. 

Depute Head Primary: We’ve forged links with our local Indian restaurant and we had the opportunity that the three Sikh chefs came in and cooked for everyone in the school. What an experience! The children loved it, they chatted about the importance of halal and the importance of the events of Holi. 

Headteacher: That was done at the suggestion of the pupils. They wanted to learn more about the types of foods that people were eating, how you made the food and the children gained a lot by doing that because it was a real-life experience for them and they could be involved in it. It’s more meaningful for our pupils and they will remember that experience.

Teacher: Spread and Kersland have been working together for about the past eleven years. We asked them to get involved with our school because, we were hoping to get help with preparing children for their first communion, confirmation etcetera and of course it’s just the Roman Catholic children that are involved in that. Spread stands for special religious development. There are a number of benefits from working with Spread, there’s a specific benefit of their ability to help with confirmation, holy communion etcetera plus, as with lots of other aspects of our school life, the children go outwith the school and get involved with the community and Spread helps them with their interactions within their parishes as well. 

Headteacher: Another partnership we have within the school is our local Minister, Greta, who comes in regularly within the school. She’s involved in the special assemblies, end of term celebrations. Having a link with the local Minister has extended the experiences our children can have. The older pupils have work experience with the local church and they go in and support children in a playgroup environment. That means our children are mixing within the community and that’s very important about getting our children out there, extending their experiences, having opportunities that they wouldn’t normally have but also the playgroup wouldn’t normally have that experience as well. 

Depute Head Primary: So in effect what we want to promote in Kersland school is independence, real-life experiences, how can our pupils transfer the skills that they’ve learned in education to the wider community? And we see that through the links that we’ve made throughout the wider community.
